
Reopening Frequently Asked Questions/Answers 
Updated 8/17/20 

 
All referenced information will be a result of collaboration with the NYS Department of 
Health (DOH), NYS Department of Education (NYSED), Local BOCES, and school 
stakeholders and department heads. Items are subject to change based on changes in 
rules and regulations set forth by the above agencies. 

 

1. What is the maximum capacity of the average classroom? 

Current classrooms are 10/11. Other learning areas throughout the building are 
greater or less. 

 

2. What happens if we do not want to send our child to school? 

Although we do not want to lose any of our students, parents have the right to 
choose homeschooling.  

 

3. Who is on the reopening committee? 

Administration, management from business, buildings grounds, maintenance, and 
transportation. Also using feedback from parents, teachers, and staff from 
surveys.  

 

4. What reasons made the decision to do it in person only? 

In person instruction was based on the number of students we have and the 
building/classroom capacity. Our class sizes are small enough to accommodate 
social distancing with health and safety measures in place according to local and 
state guidelines.  

 

5. How will kids socialize? 

Like they always have, but allowing room to social distance and when they can’t 
masks will be worn. The one understanding is, we are limiting the amount of cross 
interactions different grade levels have with one another. For example, if 2nd and 
3rd graders are together for gym, they will be together for recess, music etc. Art is 
in the classroom.  

 

6. How will kids socialize in the classroom? 

See above 

 

 



 

7. Do the teachers have a plan on how they will allow the kids to get the wiggles out? 

Teachers offer many “brain breaks”, times to stretch, and move around already 
throughout the classroom day. HFM Boces is working with local districts to offer 
teachers and staff more professional development on increasing best practices 
for student breaks.  

 

8. When I was at the Northville reopening meeting today they had said they were 
notified on Friday (8/7) that they need to offer virtual learning, which is separate 
from the virtual learning if the school needs to shut down? 

At this time, the Governor has not required districts to offer “choice” in distance 
learning vs. in-person learning. The Governor stated we had to share our district 
specific “Distance Learning Plan” on our district websites by 8/21/20. ECS will 
offer “Distance Learning” if we are ordered to be closed by executive order and/or 
directives from Saratoga County Public Health Department.  

 

9. Have you heard about Cuomo saying virtual learning needs to be offered? 

See above 

 

10. Why is virtual learning not being offered? 

We are small in size which allows us to open our doors and be able to follow state 
and local guidance without the need to have students on rotating schedules. ECS 
also does not have the staffing required to offer virtual learning choice.  

 

11. Any up dates on pick up/drop off times? 

We will share the parent drop off and pick up times by 8/21/20.  Bus pick up and 
drop off times will be shared at a later date.  

 

12. When will we know what the pick up/drop off times are? 

See above 

 

13. Has your plan been approved? 

Our plan was submitted on 7/31/20. Now the New York State Department of Health 
and Education will read through plans. As in March, plans are submitted and if 
there are areas in which need further updating they will be unsubmitted for 
districts to add/remove information. The plan will go back and forth between the 
districts and departments until approved.  

 



 

14. Can we talk to the classroom teacher prior to September to see if sending my 
child to school is the best option? 

We are holding two “Transition Days” 9/8-9/9. Families will be contacted either on 
8/17 and 8/18 to schedule a mandatory orientation at the school. This time will be 
used to meet with the classroom teacher, see their classroom and become 
orientated with the new changes. It will be a great time to also answer any 
questions families have and/or share your family dynamics, needs, concerns etc.  

 

15. I would like to see what a day in the life would look like and get a feel from the 
teacher? 

See above  

 

16. How often will the rooms be cleaned during the day and how often will they be 
deep cleaned? 

Deep cleaned daily. Higher traffic and handled areas (desk, tables, door handles, 
bathrooms etc.) will be disinfected several times throughout the day.  

 

17. What about the after care that was supposed to happen? 

The Healthy Kids after school program will be reevaluated throughout the school  
year. At this time, ECS will not have after school activities. The district is having 
discussions about offering a virtual after school “Homework Club”.  
 

18. Would like to know how you are going to guarantee my child will be 100% safe at 
school and how you are going to make sure that social distancing is going to 
happen for elementary kids who haven’t seen each other since march? 

Children are children. We know we will have to gently give students reminders, 
but classroom and building expectations will be discussed with students to 
remind them they are not only keeping themselves safe, but their friends, 
teachers, staff as well.  

 

19. So our kids can gather and spend hours in a classroom together but can’t gather 
for concerts, clubs and the stuff that they look forward to.  It’s not “safe” enough 
for that. But it’s safe to send them to a classroom everyday.  

The guidance set by county and state governments does not recommend large 
gatherings that bring a large amount of people together and then cannot allow 
space to social distance at this time. Also, students in gym and music each need 
12 feet of space to participate in those activities. The gym would not be able to 
accommodate space for students and families to attend.  



 

20. If a student has to quarantine for 2 weeks due to symptoms or exposure will they 
be able to do distance learning during that time? 

Students would receive materials, work, and/or connections with a teacher should 
they have to quarantine for 2 weeks. No different than the past, if a student was 
out due to sickness and/or travel. Work would be gathered etc. 

 

21. Will there be a document parents can refer to for the Q&A in case they can not 
attend the meeting? 

Yes 

 

22. So will they be allowing Northville students to attend ECS? 

Yes, but we are looking at the class size and maximum capacity in each room 
prior to accepting the student.  

 

23. If a child does have COVID does the rest of the kids that have been around that 
child have to quarantine? 

If someone has been diagnosed with COVID, our first phone call is to the Saratoga 
County Public Health Department. They will give guidance on others that “may 
have been exposed”. ECS will follow their directives accordingly.  

 

24. For a parent that has a 504 student is sending them to school the best thing? 
Want to make sure they will get the extra help that they need that is in their plan 
everyday? 

Students requiring any services from an IEP/504 will be met according to their 
identified individual plan. Likewise, any Response to Intervention needs will also 
follow the districts current Response to Intervention plan. It is the responsibility of 
ECS to make sure we meet the needs of our students in order for them to be as 
successful as possible.  

 

25. Will the cleaning take place while the kids are in their classroom, several times a 
day? 

Higher trafficked and handled areas will be cleaned throughout the day. Deep 
cleaning will take place daily using the disinfectant misting machine purchased.  

 

26. What do you accept as reasoning for a child/teacher to be excused from wearing a 
mask? 

Medical documentation from a physician.  

 



 

27. When is the 1st day of school? 

Thursday, September 10th  

 

28. These may only be protocols, but even so, how much learning can honestly be 
done when you have to stay compliant? 

We have to follow state and local guidance while offering the highest quality of 
education. We know we will have to account for increased time within our day to 
follow health and safety protocols.  

 

29. School supplies will there be a list sent home or will the school be supplying 
them? 

Yes, they posted and shared on Friday, August 14th.  You may also refer to the 
website for your child's supply list.  We will also be mailing a condensed version 
home with the forms booklet. 

 

30. Do children who live in Edinburg have the option of attending Northville or are we 
considered out of district? 

Northville does have an Out of District policy that allows Edinburg students to 
attend. Likewise, we have the same allowing Northville students to attend 
Edinburg. Please call Northville to find out further details about their policy.  

 

31. What happens if a new student moves to the district and or someone 
homeschooling changes their mind? 

This is something ECS needs to have conversations about. Other districts are in 
the process of changing their policies to reflect 1) making a decision to 
homeschool and 2) then keeping with the commitment for a quarter/trimester 
(10/14 weeks).  

 

32. What might that mean for the Northville students if we now exceed capacity? 

If an Edinburg student moves into the district, the class would have to be moved 
to a room with higher capacity. If a Northville student attempts to enroll into the 
district and the class size is at capacity, they will be denied enrollment.  

 

33. If we are at max capacity and a new student moves in what happens? 

We would have to look at other building options and the possibilities of/or moving 
the class to another room with a higher capacity.  

 



 

34. When will we be given the times to drop off and pick up our kids? This may sway 
my decision to bring her or let her ride the bus I prefer picking her up early. 

Those times will be shared on Friday, August 21st. 

 

35. Will ECS be accepting NCS elementary students?  

At the last board meeting we updated our "Open Enrollment Policy" to limiting and 
accepting Northville students only. However, when looking at our square footage 
and capacity for each room, it would be impossible to accept any extra students in 
many of the classes. Please call to verify room availability. 

 

36. Can I ask the size of the sixth grade class upon entering? 

As of right now 7  

 

37. Will Mr. Moore's room still be the old Library?, and is that the room 6th grade will 
be in? 

As of right now, the 6th grade students would be using the STEM lab, yes that is 
correct.  

 

38. What does a new recess look like for ECS particularly the sixth grade? 

We are currently evaluating a staggered schedule for recess. We would be outside 
when possible and know that we are limiting the combination of a combined 
recess. ECS will be thinking outside the box to create a schedule and list of 
activities that would give our students a nice break to get some exercise while 
being with classmates to socialize.  

 

39. Do parents have an option to “Distance Learn” if they choose? 

At this time, our plan is to open doors and offer distance learning opportunities in 
house throughout the week. Some of those opportunities could be given during 
WIN time and/or guided reading lessons during the course of the regularly 
scheduled school day.  "All" Distance learning would be if the governor gave 
executive orders to close or Saratoga County Public Health Department. We do 
not have the resources to offer distance learning as a choice.  

 

40. Do parents have an option at any point to Home School? 

Parents have the right to homeschool their children if they choose to do so. 

 

 



41. If we go to another Distance Learning, Will it be live classes? ( Different from 
March-Sept 2020) 

Yes, classes would be live from the classroom.  

 

42. If a student is sent home because they do not feel good, will they be able to 
“Zoom” into the school day in order not to miss class?  ( My Dr. said if people 
don't get the flu shot this year and they are seen for “flu like '' symptoms, they 
may just have them quarantine for the 14 days, and give them a COVID test.   I 
hope that makes sense.  So I have a feeling that when the flu breakout happens, 
my child will be out for a number of weeks.   Are teachers set up to go virtual at 
any moment? 

ECS will be looking at all options when a student has to miss school because of 
sickness, quarantine etc. The student would have an opportunity to receive 
instruction like they have in the past should a student be out because of 
sickness/travel.  

 

43.  I am wondering what protocol you have in place for a medically fragile child who 
is not able to attend in person schooling due to the current pandemic.  Not only 
can the student not wear a mask, but more likely to have severe, even deadly 
complications if they were to contract COVID-19 due to the condition.  If I were to 
obtain a letter from my child’s doctor stating that it is not recommended that they 
attend in person schooling what learning options would they be given through 
ECS? 

We completely understand your concerns for your child and their wellbeing 
considering their medical condition. We are currently looking into those answers 
for you and appreciate your patience.  

Once the medical documentation has been received at the school. Our Committee 
on Special Education (CSE) committee including (administration, CSE 
chairperson, classroom teacher, parent etc.) would hold a Section 504 meeting to 
determine what extra precautions would be given and what learning opportunities 
could be offered. A Section 504 is a document that gives students 
accommodations and modifications for health related issues that prevent them 
from receiving a fair education. To be protected under Section 504, a student must be 
determined to: (1) have a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or 
more major life activities; or (2) have a record of such an impairment; or (3) be 
regarded as having such an impairment. I hope this helps answer your questions.  

 

44. What activities will the sixth grade do in a typical “new” gym class? 

 

Mr. Cornell is working with his physical education and health colleagues at 
Broadalbin Perth on the creation of games, physical activities, sports that require 
less equipment, but when equipment is needed (basketballs, soccer balls etc.) 



they will be cleaned after each and every use. Each student would be required to 
have their own "equipment". So to answer your question, he will continue sport 
units as he has in the past with cleaning procedures in place.  

 

45. Will they be in their school outfit  

Yes, they will be in their school outfit.  

 

46. What about hygiene after gym, if the kids are not allowed to change?  

Students will be encouraged to use personal hygiene products at home prior to  

coming to school.  

 

47. PK parents asked questions about scheduling, class size, specials, lunch etc.  

In regards to the current PK class, there are 8 students as of today 8/17/20. The only way 
the number would increase is if we had a student move into the Edinburg School District. 
We are currently not accepting anymore out of district students in PK at this time. The 
normal PK day will run from 8:30 am - 2:00 pm. The students receive gym class with Mr. 
Cornell for 20 minutes three days per week and with Ms. Bradt the other days. Gym for 
PK is held in the gym. The guidelines for gym and music are 12 ft of distance between 
students. The capacity of our gym is 22 people. Students have recess daily 
inside,outside more towards spring. Lunch will be held in the classroom and an aide will 
be there to support the classroom teacher.Toys and classroom materials will not be 
shared with other students and will be cleaned after use. Learning materials and toys will 
be presorted and bagged for each student to use. Weekly all plastic learning 
manipulatives and toys will be sterilized in the cafeteria dishwasher.  

 


